The UK government published its review of the impact of its 2016 Psychoactive Substances Act in November 2018. The Act banned the production, distribution, sale and supply of psychoactive substances for human consumption. In its conclusions the review said that the main aims of the Act had been achieved, with the ending of open sale of novel psychoactive substances (NPS) through "headshops" and the prevalence of NPS use in the general adult population reduced. But the conclusions also said that "some areas of concern have remained or emerged since the Act, such as the supply of NPS by street dealers, the continued development of new substances, the potential displacement from NPS to other harmful substances, and continued high levels of synthetic cannabinoid use among the homeless and prison populations." One of the main aims of the Act was to close off a legal loophole which enabled new versions of drugs with a slightly altered chemical content to be manufactured after a previous version had been banned. The review said this objective "does not appear to have been achieved," and the appearance of NPS in the UK "has not ceased." Sources: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/ 756896/Review_of_the_Psychoactive_Substances_Act__ 2016___web_.pdf https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/11/20/trade-legal-highs-moves-underground-ban/
RAND REPORT ON HEROIN-ASSISTED TREATMENT AND SUPERVISED CONSUMPTION ROOMS
RAND's Considering Heroin-Assisted Treatment and Supervised Drug Consumption Sites in the United States uses mixed methods research to assess the "evidence on and arguments made about HAT and SCSs and examines some of the issues associated with implementing them in the United States." The report is informed by interviews with stakeholders in Canada, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom to learn more about each country's experiences with heroin-assisted treatment (HAT) and supervised consumption rooms (SCSs). Interviews and focus groups were also conducted with key informants such as policymakers and people who use heroin or other opioids in New Hampshire and Ohio, two US states experiencing the worst of the US opioid crisis. According to Medical Xpress, Beau Kilmer, leader of the project said "Given the increasing number of deaths associated with fentanyl and successful use of heroin-assisted treatment abroad, the U.S. should pilot and study this approach in some cities."
Sources:
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/ RR2693.html https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-12-medical-gradeheroin-heavy-users.html
THAILAND TO INTRODUCE STANDARDIZED TOBACCO PACKAGING
The Bangkok Post reports that the Thai Public Health Ministry announced in December 2018 that it had approved a draft regulation requiring standardized tobacco packaging. By September 2019 all tobacco products in the country will be packaged without the use of logos, colours, brand images or promotional information on packaging. Thailand will be the first country in Asia to adopt standardized packaging.
Source:
https://www.bangkokpost.com/lifestyle/familyand-health/1575750/thailand-to-be-asias-first-to-enforce-plain-cigarette-packs
REFERENDUM ON CANNABIS LEGALIZATION ANNOUNCED IN NEW ZEALAND
According to BBC News, New Zealand's government announced in December 2018 that there will be a referendum on the legalization of cannabis during New Zealand's general election in 2020. BBC News also reports that an opinion poll in 2017 found that two thirds of New Zealanders favoured legalization. A referendum vote on cannabis legalization was a pledge emerging from the confidence and supply agreement made during coalition negotiations between the ruling Labour Party and Green Party. Earlier in the month the government had also introduced legislation allowing the medical use of cannabis. The Guardian reports this legislation will allow terminally ill patients to begin smoking cannabis immediately without facing the possibility of prosecution. The United States remains deeply concerned about the surge in coca cultivation and cocaine production in Colombia since 2013, and its impact on each of our two countries," adding "We will continue to work with you Mr. President side-by-side to achieve our joint objectives to cut coca cultivation and coca production by 50 percent between now and 2023." Insight Crime reports that two recent Colombian intelligence reports, while differing in their estimates, agree that the number of ex-guerrillas of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia -FARC) that have abandoned the peace process in the country and returned to criminal activities is growing.
Sources:
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/ 2018/September/coca-crops-in-colombia-at-all-timehigh--unodc-report-finds.html?ref=fs1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-46743902 https://www.insightcrime.org/news/brief/farc-dissidentsgrowing-faster-colombia-can-count/
FUNDING FOR ALCOHOL AND SMOKING SERVICES IN NEW NHS PLAN IN ENGLAND
As part of The NHS Long Term Plan published in January 2019, there will be new, funded services for problem drinkers and smokers who are admitted to hospital for treatment. The measures are part of the National Health Service's ambition to strengthen its contribution to prevention and reduce health inequalities in England. By 2023/24, all people admitted to hospital who smoke will be offered NHS-funded tobacco treatment services. Alcohol Care Teams will be placed in hospitals with the highest number of alcohol-related admissions and will support patients who are problem drinkers and their families. The plan says that the alcohol services will be delivered in the 25 percent worst affected hospitals in England and estimates that the services could prevent 50 000 hospital admissions and almost 250 000 bed days over five years.
Source: https://www.longtermplan.nhs.uk/wp-content/ uploads/2019/01/nhs-long-term-plan.pdf
ALL CHANGE IN NEWS AND NOTES
John Witton has, with the help of Jean O'Reilly, been compiling Addiction's News and Notes column for 7 years. Alas this will be his last column because he is taking well deserved retirement. We are hugely grateful to John for creating such an interesting and useful resource and wish him well in this new phase in his life. His role will be taken by Rob Calder and a newly revamped ' Addiction News' column will feature on an also newly revamped journal website. It will also link up with our social media presence led by Suzi Gage. We are hoping that this will make the column more widely read and searchable. 
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